
April 17, 2021

APNA Monthly Newsletters

Your Arlington Park Neighborhood Association is 
working hard to improve the safety and appearance of 
our wonderful community.  We are working with City of 
Sarasota elected officials and staff along with the 
Coalition of City Neighborhood Associations (CCNA) 
to address a number of important issues.  Please read on 
for an update!
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APNA Monthly Zoom Meeting
Please join us the 4th Tuesday of each month (April 27) 
at 7pm for a membership meeting where we share ideas, 
discuss progress and things that are important to you!

The Cabana Inn
The struggle continues...but there is hope.  After a quiet 
couple of weekends, there were multiple noise 
complaints on a recent Sunday night, actually early 
Monday morning.  Police arrived, music quieted, and 
then increased yet louder after they left.  This 
information was forwarded to the police department by 
CCNA President Lou Costa, and he had a meeting with 
police staff.  There is a follow up meeting scheduled with 
Chief of Police Reiser on May 7 and APNA president 
Dan Clermont will be in attendance.

Nuisance House at 2705 
Arlington St.

The abandoned house.  We received an update from 
Diane Kennedy from code compliance and she said 
there was a pending sale of the property to an investor 
with the closing to have taken place recently on March 
31st.  We have not confirmed if the closing took place 
but we have no reason to believe it did not.  City code 
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enforcement had drafted a list of violations on the 
property but dropped them so as to not hinder the 
closing process.  This could have been seen as a lien 
encumbrance and postponed the closing.  We believe 
without our actions they would not have been aware of 
the pending closing and it could have been delayed.

Speed Humps
The city has recognized 5 insufficient speed humps in 
Arlington Park after a request for review by the APNA.  
We have an email from Deputy City Manager Pat 
Robinson stating that this work was to be completed by 
the end of March.  This did not happened and we 
followed up with Pat and responded within minutes that 
he would have an update.  Indeed the work has begun! 
The humps will built to effective height and painted.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety
This is a big issue for us and the APNA is taking the lead 
in driving solutions on this issue.  With the Legacy 
Trail project in full swing we are working toward safe 
connectivity for our residents.  We are hoping for 2 
things:  1) Bike lanes on Shade Avenue.  2) Converting 
storm water ditches into paved recreation trails. Board 
members Dan Clermont and DeeAnna Dowdle 
performed a driving and walking meeting around the 
Neighborhood with Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch, 
City Manager Marlon Brown and City Neighborhood 
Liaison Kathy Kelly about this issue and they are 
supporters of the cause.   We have addressed 
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environmental concerns with Kimley-Horn, a local 
engineering firm.  They suggested an efficient, 
environmentally friendly underground storm water 
management system through these easements.  We have 
enlisted the assistance of a drone videographer who is 
going to make an overhead video of existing trails that 
were previously converted as well as of the current 
ditches.  We will put together a presentation video along 
with some cost estimates which will be provided by 
Kimley-Horn.  Approval and implementation will take a 
lot of effort.

City Incursion at Payne Park 
Averted
The City Parks Department made the decision to move 
Parks maintenance equipment to Payne Park fencing off 
a 2 acre area of green space for parking (See yellow area 
on map).  The underused Auditorium is to be used as a 
base of Parks operations.  This met with quick 
opposition from Payne Park supporters as well as 
neighborhood groups, Alta Vista in particular.

The City Manager, Marlon Brown, his deputy manager 
Pat Robinson, Jerry Folge, Parks Director as well as 
Parks Manager Candie Petersen met with the Alta Vista 
President, Ron Kashden and Preserve Payne Park 
Coalition representative Kelly Franklin.  They came to 
an accommodation that was reasonable to all parties.  
The use of the Payne Park Auditorium was deemed 
reasonable and the fenced parking area for equipment 
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was reduced significantly and to the satisfaction of 
everyone in attendance.  

This is an example of effective communication which 
addresses common goals between the City and 
concerned citizen groups in Sarasota.  Kudos to all 
involved.
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